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of the majority, he was extremely obnoxious to the Rousseauist
minority on the committee. Robespierre could not conceal
his jealousy of Barere's popularity, and tiied on various
occasions to supplant him as reporter by Couthon and Saint-
Just; but such attempts were vain. Couthon and Saint-Just
may have been far greater men than Barere, but they could
not catch the attention and tickle the ears of the deputies of
the Convention like the orator of the south, with his handsome
face and glowing periods.

If there is any justification for inserting biographies in the
course of a history, it is in the instance of the members of
the Great Committee of Public Safety. Critics may object
that such biographical work is unnecessary, and that it stops
the consecutive flow of the narrative; but it is of para-
mount importance to giasp various facts in connection with
these particular men, which cannot be understood without
regarding each man individually First, it is necessary to
understand that these twelve men were not exceptionally gifted,
specially trained administrators There were most probably
hundreds of other men equally qualified to put an end to
anarchy and to reorganize France, both in the Convention and
in the remains of the military and civil services, but circum-
stances thrust these twelve men to the front. Mankind is too
apt to believe that because certain men have filled certain
conspicuous positions and clone certain great deeds, they are
therefore exceptional men It is not so , it cannot be proved,
indeed, that other men would have acted in precisely the same
manner, as they cannot be put into precisely analogous
positions, but it can be shown that none of these twelve
men, who formed the Great Committee of Public Safety, were
in any way especially prepared for the groat functions they
undertook. It has been pointed out that they were all well-
educated men, belonging, with the exception of Herault de
Seychelles, to middle-class families, who had, before 1789, no
idea of the great power which they would one day possess.
It has been shown that ton out of the twelve were not
Parisians, and that the only two of the future colleagues who